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Palmer Luckey 
 
Palmer Luckey is the Founder of Anduril Industries. He is also 
the inventor and designer of the Oculus Rift, a virtual reality 
head-mounted display, and the founder of Oculus VR. Palmer 
founded Oculus in 2012 after experimenting with his own VR 
designs at the age of 16 in his parents’ garage. Oculus was 
acquired by Facebook two years later. 

 
His deep interest in defense technology was driven by his time at the USC ICT MxR lab, where 
he built hardware used to research immersive PTSD treatment for US veterans. He continued to 
support various military applications of VR during his time at Oculus, informing his belief that 
radical modernization of US military technology is a prerequisite for preserving our competitive 
advantage. This passion led to Palmer founding Anduril in 2017. 
 

Anduril Industries 
 
Anduril is a different kind of defense technology company.  
 
Anduril builds creative cost-effective technology that aids those 
who serve on the front lines defending the nation and its 
interests. By listening to the national security community, Anduril 

is able to understand their most urgent problems and build sophisticated solutions. The 
company’s approach is to innovate fast, with the best talent, funding their own product 
development, and only sell it when it’s ready. 
 
Anduril’s core technology includes artificial intelligence, autonomous systems, sensor fusion and 
the application at the front lines of operations. They focus on applying their technology to 
defense, law enforcement, and the securing of critical infrastructure. 
 
The team is varied in expertise and backgrounds but united in their mission: to develop the 
critical technology that will enable America and its allies to maintain global leadership now and 
into the future. 
 

Relevant News 
 
The Washington Post: Silicon Valley should stop ostracizing the military 
Op-ed by Founder Palmer Luckey and Chairman Trae Stephens explaining their principles 
 
Foreign Policy: Can Silicon Valley Learn to Stop Worrying and Love the Pentagon? 
Palmer on the importance of tech working with defense and the race to lead AI 
 
CNET: Palmer Luckey: Silicon Valley shouldn't dictate US military policy 
Palmer explains his ethos and sense of responsibility around US national security 
 
CNN: Palmer Luckey's second act: Oculus founder gets serious about national security 
Palmer Luckey on the future of technology, defense, and warfare 
 
Foreign Policy: Pentagon criticized for ‘spray and pray’ approach to innovation 
Interview with Trae as a leader bridging the Pentagon and Silicon Valley 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/silicon-valley-should-stop-ostracizing-the-military/2018/08/08/7a7e0658-974f-11e8-80e1-00e80e1fdf43_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.d633c276b5cf
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/12/31/can-silicon-valley-learn-to-stop-worrying-and-love-the-pentagon-palmer-luckey-oculus-vr/
https://www.cnet.com/news/palmer-luckey-silicon-valley-shouldnt-dictate-us-military-policy/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/09/tech/palmer-luckey-anduril/index.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/10/16/why-the-pentagons-spray-and-pray-approach-isnt-working-investment-technology-china/

